ROYAL OAK VILLAGE PROJECT

RESPONSES TOPUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This Response to Comments document contains environmental-related comments received during
the public review period of the Royal Oak Village Project (proposed project) Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (ISMND). The City of Morgan Hill, as lead agency, released the IS/MND for
public review beginning on July 16, 2021 and ending on August 16, 2021 pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15105.

According to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15073 and 15074, the lead agency must consider the
comments received during consultation and review periods together with the IS/MND. However,
unlike with an Environmental Impact Report, comments received on an IS/MND are not required to
be attached to the negative declaration, nor must the lead agency make specific written responses to
public agencies. Nonetheless, the lead agency has chosen to provide responses to those specific
public comments that are related to the environmental analysis contained in the IS/MND. Non-
environmental comments have been considered by the City as part of staff
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From: Laura Hernandez <laurasf&é2@outlook.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 15, 20621 8:40 PM

To: Gina Paolini <Gina.Paolini@morganhill.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Royal Oak Village Project

You don't often get email from laurasf62@outlook.com. Learn why this is important

Please consider my comments related to the proposed development at the former mushroom farm
below.

August 15, 2021

City of Morgan Hill

Development Services Department
17575 Peak Avenue

Morgan Hill CA 95037

ATTN: Gina Paolini

Subject: Royal Oak Village Project
Dear Gina,
| am a homeowner located on Via Naretto, across Watsonville Road from the proposed 73 multi-

family project at the site of the former mushroom farm. | am writing to express some big concerns |
have with this project.



Letter 1

Concern #1 Noise: Since purchasing my home in 2008 the traffic at all hours on both Monterey and

Watsonville roads has increased tremendously creating a lot of noise. It's hard to keep the windows

open any more with so much noise from vehicles. The other concern about noise is the height of the
proposed development. This will only make the noise much worse. | would propose a development

of single-story housing instead to help reduce the amount of noise created by developing this lot.

Concern #2 Traffic: As mentioned above in noise, traffic has increased so much on both Watsonville
and Manterey that it's hard to merge into traffic on either road especially during commute times. |
would at least prefer to see the entrance/exit moved to Monterey Road as it's extremely difficult to
turn left onto Watsonville as it is. A development of this size will easily add at least 150 vehicles to
the traffic problem at this location daily. There are a lot of accidents around the intersection of
Watsonville, Monterey, and Butterfield already. There is a lot of speeding as well on all these
streets, and there is flooding on both Watsonville and Monterey during the rainy season which
contributes to access. With no sidewalks leading to downtown it's a dangerous place to build such
high density housing for both adults and children.

Concern #3 Type of development: In seems that this would not be the best location for this type of
housing due to the fact that this location is not located close to essential businesses and services.
There is nothing out in this area. Ideally | would think that a housing development like this,
especially one that is this densely populated should be situated closer to grocery stores, pharmacy,
gas, and other needed types of businesses. It seems to me that this location is better suited to a
senior living community or similar lower density housing. Access to schools is another concern from
this location since there aren’t any schools at this end of town that are within walking distance.

Concern #4 Services: With water in Morgan Hill at a critical low it seems irresponsible to build a
high density housing project at least until Anderson Dam is back in service. Another concern is
reliable

internet. We only have one choice for service providers in Morgan Hill in this area and the service is
slow and horrible.

In summary, | strongly urge the City of Morgan to consider a smaller, more appropriate development
on this land better suited to the area and concerns of the existing as well as new residents.

| am not a no growth proponent but the growth needs to be sensible and this proposed
development is not sensible or appropriate for this location.

Respectfully,
Laura Hernandez

245 Via Naretto
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Sent from Mail for Windows



LETTER 1: LAURA HERNANDEZ, AUGUST 15, 2021

Response to Comment 1-1

Existing traffic noise along Monterey and Watsonville Roads is an existing condition that is part of
the environmental baseline. Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, the relevant
question is how much traffic noise would the proposed project add to these roadways.

According to the Trip Generation and Operations Analysis for the Proposed Royal Oak Village
Affordable Housing Development (April 15, 2021, Hexagon Transportation Consultants, Inc.),
after applying the Institute of Transportation Engineers trip rates, it is estimated that the project
would generate 25 vehicle trips (7 inbound and 18 outbound) during the AM peak hour and 33
vehicle trips (20 inbound and 13 outbound) during the PM peak hour. This is a relatively minor
increase in trips to the surrounding roadway network. Thus, the proposed project would not
substantially increase traffic noise along Watsonville and Monterey Roads. This is supported by
the traffic noise analysis contained in the IS'MND. As stated on page 85 of the IS/MND:

According to General Plan Policy SSI-8.5, noise level increases resulting from traffic
associated with a new project would be considered significant if: a) the noise level
increase is 5 dB Ldn or greater, with a future level of less than 60 dB Ldn; or b) the noise
level increase is 3 db Ldn or greater, with a future noise level of 60 dB Ldn or greater.
According to the General Plan EIR, along Watsonville Road, between Olive Avenue and
Monterey Road, buildout of the General Plan is expected to increase ambient noise by 1.1
dBA. In addition, along Monterey Road, between Watsonville Road and John Wilson
Way, buildout of the General Plan is expected to increase ambient noise levels by 1.1
dBA. Therefore, as noted in the General Plan EIR, with implementation of the noise
policies and

compliance with the relevant Municipal Code ordinances, buildout of the General Plan
was determined to result in a less-than-significant impact related to traffic noise.
Considering the anticipated increase in transportation noise on adjacent roadways would
not exceed the City

L If the concerns pertain to noise generated by residents on their balconies, it is noteworthy that the project design
includes four-foot high barriers at the patios and balconies/decks of the units along Watsonville Road.



The project site does not front Monterey Road. Therefore, it is not feasible to move the proposed
site access point to Monterey Road as the comment requests. The proposed site will be accessed
via a new southerly leg at the Calle Sueno intersection with Watsonville Road. As part of the
proposed project, the Calle Sueno/Watsonville Road intersection will be improved to provide a
dedicated westbound left-turn lane to the project site with stop-control on the new south leg. It
should be noted that per the General Plan, Watsonville Road is planned as a four-lane major
arterial between Butterfield Boulevard and La Alameda.
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Letter 2

TAMIEN NATION
P.O. Box 8053, San Jose, California 95155
(707) 295-4011 tamien@tamien.org

August 16, 2021
Gina Paolini, Principal Planner
City of Morgan Hill
(408) 310-4676
Sent Via Email: gina.paolini@morganhill.ca.gov

RE: Formal Request for Tribal Consultation Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1, subds. (b).(d) and (e), Royal Oak Village Project,

15440 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill

Dear Ms. Paolini,

This letter constitutes a formal request for tribal consultation under the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 subdivisions (b), (d) and (e)) for
the mitigation of potential project impacts to tribal cultural resource for the above referenced project. Tamien
Nation requested formal notice and information for all projects within your agency’s geographical jurisdiction
and received notification on July 20, 2021 regarding the above referenced project.

Tamien Nation requests consultation on the following topics checked below, which shall be included in
consultation if requested (Public Resources Code section 21080.3.2, subd. (a):

_Alternatives to the project

Recommended mitigation measures

‘Significant effects of the project

Tamien Nation also requests consultation on the following discretionary topics checked below (Public Resources
Code section 21080.3.2(, subd. (a).

Type of environmental review necessary

Significance of tribal cultural resources, including any regulations, policies standards used by you
agency or to determine significance of tribal cultural resources

Significance of the project’s impacts on tribal cultural resources

Project alternatives and/or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that we may recommend,
including, but not limited to:









LETTER 2: QUIRINA GEARY, AUGUST 16, 2021

Response to Comment 2-1

In response to the comment, the City of Morgan Hill has initiated consultation with Tamien
Nation.

Response to Comment 2-2

The requested topics will be discussed during the consultation meeting between City staff and
Tamien Nation. For informational purposes, it is noted that the IS/MND includes protection
measures pertaining to cultural resources on pages 46 through 48 of the IS/MND. These
measures are required for the project pursuant to City Code Section 18.60.890.
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